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Transform Aviation 

through R&D

What Does NASA Do?

Aeronautics 

Research

Deep Space 

Exploration Sys.

Moon to Mars Exploration

Science

Understand the Sun, 

Earth, and Universe

Space Operations

Launch and Space 

Operations 

Space Technology

Develop and transfer 

revolutionary technologies



The First A In NASA Stands For Aeronautics
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Ames Today

Occupants (FY26)
~1,020 civil servants; 

~2,100 on-site contractors

~6,000 NRP workforce

~306 students (OSTEM + non-OSTEM)

Real Property

~1,900 acres; 400 acres security perimeter

~5M building ft2

Airfield with ~9,000 and 8,000 ft. runways

Budget (FY25)

~$1B (includes reimbursable/EUL)



Major Research Facilities
Arc Jet Complex SimulatorsWind Tunnels Supercomputing Laboratories



Advanced Air Mobility R&D at Ames



Drones in Action Emergency Response, Public Safety, Health, 
Delivery Infrastructure & the Environment

Pipeline-Surveillance
Chevron/AATI (FAA 

Permits UAS for BVLOS)

NASA SIO Spinoff

Crop Mapping

Wildfire Fighting

Traffic Support

Reforestation Ames team in Peru

Roof Inspection Disaster Response

Urgent Medical Transport Mission

Cargo Delivery

Crowd Safety

Water Rescue

Bridge Inspection



The Drone Ecosystem

VertiportsUAS Traffic Management (UTM)

InfrastructureSafety Ride Quality

Noise & Community Impact Standards

Automation & Route Planning

Cybersecurity
Flight Data Protection 

System Test at Ames


